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SEIA SHC Alliance Conference Call – Minutes from March 9, 2015 
 
Attending – 24 participants: 
 

 
Moderator/Speaker Company 

1 Chip Bircher SEIA 

2 Mick Humphreys Apricus Inc. 

3 Sarah Smith Center for Sustainable Energy 

4 James Critchfield Environmental Protection Agency 

 
Name Company 

5 Brendan Mannle Apricus Inc. 

6 Dan Gretsch SOLARHOT 

7 Dan Sizelove Aquatherm Industries, Inc. 

8 Dave Sizelove Aquatherm Industries, Inc. 

9 Douglas Falkenburg Ely Beach Solar 

10 Edmond Murray Aztec Solar Inc 

11 Henry Vandermark Solar Wave Energy, Inc. 

12 Hugo Aguilar IAPMO R&T 

13 Jack Tyson Apricus Inc. 

14 Jeff Curry Lakeland Electric 

15 Jim Huggins Solar Rating & Certification Corp. 

16 Katherine Stainken SEIA 

17 Les Nelson IAPMO R&T 

18 Martin Misenhimer ATAS International 

19 Michael Intrieri SunDrum 

20 Nick Toman Viessmann Manufacturing Company Inc. (US) 

21 Ramsey Brown Hawaii Energy Efficiency/Leidos Engineering, LLC 

22 Remo Eyal UMA Solar 

23 Robert Waters Viessmann Manufacturing Company Inc. (US) 

24 Victoria Hollick Conserval Systems, Inc. 

 
Action Items: 

 Replay of Feb. 9 phone call available: Click here to download the audio .mp3 file 

 Mon. Apr. 13: Next SHC Alliance conference call, 4 p.m. Eastern. 

Minutes: 
 
1) SEIA antitrust reminder was read. 
 
2) New Participants 

 None 
   
 

3) 2015 International Solar Energy Provisions (ISEP) 

https://quickconnect.sharefile.com/download.aspx?id=10bb330aa4fd489f
https://quickconnect.sharefile.com/download.aspx?id=10bb330aa4fd489f
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Jim Huggins, SRCC and Shawn Martin, International Code Council (ICC), Solar Thermal introduced a 
new publication from ICC titled 2015 International Solar Energy Provisions that pulls together all the 
building, plumbing, electrical and mechanical code provisions and standards for solar technologies 
from the 2015 International Codes® (2015 I-Codes).  Both photovoltaics and solar heating and cooling 
are covered.  These codes were scattered in various publications, making it difficult for inspectors, 
building officials and others to locate them.  SRCC Standards 100, 300 and 600 are included in their 
entirety, along with sample solar permitting forms and other useful information.  See press release and 
ordering information. 

 
4) Case Study: Apricus installation in San Francisco 

Mick Humphreys, Apricus provided an overview of a recent project in San Francisco.  Installed on a 
1900’s-era apartment building with 22 units, the solar water heating system provides about 75% of the 
hot water needs.  The owner of this facility had a solar water heater on another building which had 
worked well for over 20+ years, so he was already convinced of solar’s value.  The system includes 12 
AP-30 collectors (30 tubes each), installed in two sections on the east and west sections on the roof.  
A controller and a 700-gallon atmospheric storage tank with three heat exchangers (two for the 
collectors and one for the pre-heat loop) complete the system.  Backup heat is provided by a 100-
gallon, 270,000 Btu/hr gas water heater.  The system is estimated to save 147 MMBtu of energy 
annually and reduce CO2 emissions by 24,500 pounds.  With incentives from the CSI-Thermal 
program, the payback is estimated to be less than 3 years.  Mick mentioned that it was challenging to 
find an installer who had sufficient knowledge on details such as expansion tank sizing.  Apricus 
ended up providing additional training on site and will consider using NABCEP certified installers in the 
future.  Also, the DeltaSol DL/2 controller that was installed is not approved under the CSI-Thermal 
program, so it is being replaced.  See project overview, 1-page summary, YouTube video 
 

5) Update: U.S. Heat Meter Standard 
James Critchfield, EPA, Phone: 202-343-9442, updated the group on the U.S. heat meter standard 
being developed in conjunction with ASTM.  Until recently, the committee planned to adopt European 
standard EN-1434 with some deviations but has now decided to develop a stand-alone U.S. standard.  
This will address concerns from U.S. manufacturers about getting their products tested to the 
European standard.  It’s estimated that the draft will be completed in the early spring, with balloting to 
follow shortly afterward.  The new draft standard is available through the collaborative committee by 
contacting James C. via phone or e-mail.  Also, see ASTM Technical Committee E44 on Solar, 
Geothermal…  James also mentioned that EPA is launching a webpage on Renewable Heating and 
Cooling, and he will join a future SHC Alliance call to discuss it. 

 
6) Update: California CSI-Thermal Program 

Sarah Smith, Center for Sustainable Energy provided an update on the CSI-Thermal program.  In 
early February, the CPUC approved a petition submitted by CalSEIA and others in July 2014 to 
increase CSI-Thermal Program Incentive Levels.  The adjustments raise the rebate levels significantly.  
For example, the Step 1 incentive for single-family and commercial/multifamily systems were raised to 
$29.85 and $20.19 per therm displaced.  In addition, the maximum rebate for commercial/multifamily 
systems was raised to $800,000.  A change was also made in the incentive allocation.  Previously the 
budget was split between single-family (45%) and multifamily/commercial (55%, including pool 
heating).  Under the new allocation, single-family will receive 10%, multifamily/commercial 60% and 
pool heating 30%.  Last, pool heating incentives are capped at 50% of the project cost, a change 
supported by all stakeholders.  A new handbook reflecting all these changes has been submitted by 
the program administrators and should be approved by March 29, with implementation in the database 
by the end of April.  The new incentive levels are retroactive to July 23, 2014, so any application 
submitted after that date will be eligible. 

 
7) IAPMO/ANSI S1001 – Public Comments due March 9 

Les Nelson, IAPMO, couldn’t join the call but requested this announcement.  IAPMO/ANSI Standard 
S1001.4 is open for public comments until March 9.  The standard was developed by a broad 
representation of industry, and the 45-day public comment period began on January 23 when the 
standard was published in the ANSI Standards Action.  A copy of the standard is available at no 

mailto:jhuggins@solar-rating.org
http://www.solar-rating.org/
mailto:smartin@iccsafe.org
http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/standards/IS-STSC/Pages/default.aspx
http://shop.iccsafe.org/2015-international-solar-energy-provisionsr-43202.html
http://www.iccsafe.org/newsroom/Pages/021215-ISEP.aspx?usertoken=%7btoken%7d&Site=icc
http://shop.iccsafe.org/catalog/product/view/id/43202/s/2015-international-solar-energy-provisionsr/
mailto:mick@apricus.com
http://www.apricus.com/
http://www.apricus.com/Apricus_Installs_system_on_Powell-news-191.html#.VO3iEi50fy9
http://www.apricus.com/upload/userfiles/downloads/625_Powell_St_Apartments_San-Francisco.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlUO7-ozWE4
mailto:Critchfield.James@epa.gov
http://www.astm.org/COMMITTEE/E44.htm
http://www.astm.org/COMMITTEE/E44.htm
mailto:Sarah.Smith@energycenter.org
http://energycenter.org/
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/Solar/swh/csithermalincentives.htm
mailto:Les.Nelson@iapmo.org
http://www.iapmo.org/
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charge through the IAPMO Public Review page.  Also see the Press Release and ANSI Review Draft  
BSR/IAPMO S1001.4-20xx. 

 
8) SHC Alliance Update 

Katherine Stainken, SEIA SHC Alliance updated the group on the Alliance’s recent activities. 

 The election results for SHC Alliance Council were announced.   

 Chair - Mike Healy, Nextility* 

 Vice Chair - John Alger, AET* 

 Outreach Officer - Eileen Prado, SRCC 

 Rotating Members - Peter Bilss, SunEarth and Mick Humphreys, Apricus 
*These two positions represent the SHC Alliance on SEIA’s board. 

The council plans to meet in late March to put together its plans, so please contact Katherine if you 
have input. 

 On the federal front, work continues to have solar thermal added to the definition of renewable 
energy that would be eligible for the Federal Purchase Requirement of 20% renewables by 2020 
that President Obama established in December 2013.  Katherine S. met recently with staff of 
Shaheen (D-NH) and Portman (R-OH) who are reintroducing their energy efficiency bill again this 
term (See press release from March 11).  SEIA is looking to have Capito, WV and Franken, MN as 
sponsors in the Senate.  In the House, SEIA will be reaching out to Representatives Rush, IL and 
Shimcuss, IL, who supported the amendment in the last session. 

 In New York, SEIA has been in communication with NYSERDA, and the final rules for the 2015 
program was just issued today (March 9).  See press release and updated incentive information.  
This program has a budget for fuel-neutral systems of $3.4 million in addition to the $4.3 million for 
the electric displacement program.  Systems for space heating, space cooling and combi systems 
were not included under this program, though SEIA had requested those provisions.  NYSERDA 
representatives will be joining the SHC Alliance call on Mon. Apr. 13 to discuss the details.  For the 
proposed Clean Energy Fund program that will launch in 2016, SEIA will be filing comments by 
sometime in April.   

 In Massachusetts, SB 2214, which adds solar and other thermal technologies to the state’s AEPS, 
was passed by the legislature last summer.  David O’Connor is SEIA’s lobbyist, and he is working 
to make sure SHC is included appropriately and that AECs are allocated properly.  Financing and 
multipliers are two other issues that are being discussed.  SEIA is also hoping to insert a clause 
that will allow the incentives to be retroactive to January 1, 2015.  Please contact Katherine S. if 
you would like to be involved in these discussions. 

 For SPI, a separate SHC pavilion is being planned.  Marketing materials are being prepared and 
will be available from Katherine S. soon.   

 IEA contacted SEIA to request solar industry data.  Les Nelson may be contacting members for 
information. 

 A Lobby Day for southeastern states is being planned for later this spring.   
 
9) Program Updates: GA, WA 

 

10) Articles and Publications 

1) Global view: Solar Thermal Markets Transitioning from Residential to Commercial, Mar. 3, Barbel 

Epp, SolarThermalWorld.com; See ISOL Navigator at solrico.com 

2) Solar Thermal World Address Book 2015, Mar. 2, Sun & Wind Energy 

3) State Solar Jobs Census 2014, and Solar Jobs Map, Feb. 12, The Solar Foundation 

4) 2015 International Solar Energy Provisions (ISEP), Mar. 2015, International Code Council/SRCC 

5) Solar Industry Prepares for Battle Against Koch Brothers’ Front Groups, Feb. 20, Ken Johnson, 

SEIA 

6) The 50 States of Solar, Feb. 2015, NC Clean Energy Technology Center 

7) States with In-State Resource RPS Requirements, Nov. 12, 2014, NC Clean Energy Technology 

Center 

http://iapmomembership.org/index.php?page=shop.browse&category_id=71&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=3
http://www.iapmo.org/Press%20Releases/2015-03-01%20IAPMO%20RT%20Solar%20Heating%20Collector%20Rating%20Standard.pdf
http://standards.plantops.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/15-15-IAPMO-S1001.4-Rating-of-Solar-Collectors-2015-01-22-ANSI-PR.pdf
http://standards.plantops.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/15-15-IAPMO-S1001.4-Rating-of-Solar-Collectors-2015-01-22-ANSI-PR.pdf
mailto:KStainkernseia.org
http://www.seia.org/us-solar-heating-cooling-shc-alliance
http://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=abb32501-2c40-4109-8961-872128e20823
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Newsroom/2015-Announcements/2015-03-09-NYSERDA-Broadens-Solar-Hot-Water-Program
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Solar-Hot-Water-Incentive
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/188/Senate/S2214
mailto:kstainken@seia.org
http://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/3292
http://www.snopud.com/solarexpress
http://solarthermalworld.org/content/global-view-solar-thermal-markets-transitioning-residential-commercial
http://www.solrico.com/en/navigator.html
http://www.sunwindenergy.com/addressbook
http://www.thesolarfoundation.org/solar-jobs-census/states/
http://pre.thesolarfoundation.org/solarstates/
http://www.iccsafe.org/newsroom/Pages/021215-ISEP.aspx?usertoken=%7btoken%7d&Site=icc
http://ecowatch.com/2015/02/20/solar-battle-koch-brothers-front-groups/
http://nccleantech.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/The-50-States-of-Solar_FINAL.pdf
http://ncsolarcen-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/2014-Daniel-In-State-RPS-Requirements.pdf
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8) Easing the Transition to a More Distributed Electricity System, Feb. 2015, Erica McConnell, et. al., 

Interstate Renewable Energy Council 

9) A Homeowner’s Guide to Solar Financing, Feb. 2015, Nate Hausman, Clean Energy States 

Alliance 

10) Solar Fred’s Short Guide to Solar Marketing Brevity, Mar. 4, “Solar Fred” Valenza, 

RenewableEnergyWorld.com 

11) Will Solar Plunge Off the Tax Credit Cliff?, Feb. 20, Pamela Cargill,  RenewableEnergyWorld.com 

12) Wind turbines and solar thermal installed on Eiffel Tower, Feb. 27, Sun & Wind Energy 

13) Various Publications, IEA Solar Heating & Cooling Program, Feb. 2015, IEA Solar Heating & 

Cooling Program  

14) Renewable Energy Prospects: United States, REmap 2030 Analysis, Jan. 2015, International 

Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

15) Solar Heating and Cooling for Residential Applications, Jan. 2015, International Renewable 

Energy Agency (IRENA) as reported by Barbel Epp, SolarThermalWorld.com 

16) Solar Heat for Industrial Processes, Jan. 2015, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

as reported by Barbel Epp, SolarThermalWorld.com 

17) Final Deliverable Report on Heat Rejection Systems For Solar Cooling, Nov. 25, 2014, Roberto 

Fedrizzi et. al, IEA Solar Heating & Cooling Program 

18) Researchers Discover New Material to Produce Clean Energy, Mar. 6, Jeannie Kever, 

RenewableEnergyWorld.com 

 
11) Upcoming Conferences & Webinars (updated for February 2015) 

1) SEIA Webinars: 

 Solar Sales Best Practices: From Lead to Close, Mar. 24, 2 p.m. Eastern (members only) 

2) 2015 Renewable Energy Conference, Mar. 12, Westborough, MA, Click here for more information 

3) NABCEP Continuing Education Conference, Mar. 30-Apr. 1, Albany, NY; Register online 

4) 4th Annual Southeast Clean Power Summit, Mar. 30-31, Atlanta, See agenda and Register online 

5) GTM Solar Summit 2015, Apr. 14-16, Phoenix; See agenda and Register online 

6) 2015 Good Jobs, Green Jobs Conference, Apr. 13, Washington, D.C.; See agenda and Register 

online  

7) Solar Power Southeast, May 7-8, Atlanta, See agenda and Register online 

8) New York Solar Summit 2015, Jun. 10, 2015, John Jay College, New York  

9) Intersolar North America 2015, Jul. 14-16, 2015, San Francisco; Preliminary inquiry 

10) 3rd International Solar District Heating Conference, June 17-18, Toulouse, France, See agenda 

11) Solar 2015 (ASES), Jul. 28-30, Penn State, Pennsylvania, Submit abstract by Feb. 13 

12) Solar Power International 2015, Sept. 14-17, Anaheim 

13) SHC 2015, Solar Heating and Cooling for Buildings and Industry, Dec. 2-4, 2015, Istanbul, Turkey 

 

12) Other Program/Industry Updates 

 Shawn Martin, International Code Council (ICC), Solar Thermal joined the call and asked for any 
additional questions. 

 
13) Date for Next SEIA SHC Alliance Meeting 

 Monday, Apr. 13, with a change to 4 p.m. Eastern. 

Chip Bircher 

SEIA SHC Alliance 

http://www.irecusa.org/2015/02/landmark-report-released-by-irec-easing-the-transition-to-a-more-distributed-electricity-system/
http://www.cesa.org/assets/2015-Files/Homeowners-Guide-to-Solar-Financing.pdf
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/blog/post/2015/03/solar-freds-short-guide-to-solar-marketing-brevity
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2015/02/will-solar-plunge-off-the-tax-credit-cliff
http://www.sunwindenergy.com/solar-thermal-wind-energy/wind-turbines-solar-thermal-installed-eiffel-tower
http://www.iea-shc.org/publications-new
http://www.irena.org/remap/IRENA_REmap_USA_report_2015.pdf
http://solarthermalworld.org/sites/gstec/files/news/file/2015-02-27/irena-solar-heating-and-cooling-2015.pdf
http://solarthermalworld.org/sites/gstec/files/news/file/2015-02-27/irena-solar-heat-for-industrial-processes_2015.pdf
http://solarthermalworld.org/sites/gstec/files/story/2015-02-10/heat_rejection_systems_for_solar_cooling.pdf
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2015/03/researchers-discover-new-material-to-produce-clean-energy
http://www.seia.org/events/solar-sales-best-practices-lead-close
http://necanews.site-ym.com/events/event_details.asp?id=521626
http://necanews.site-ym.com/events/event_details.asp?id=521626
http://www.nabcep.org/ce-2015
https://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1608567
http://www.euci.com/events/index.php?ci=2561&p=8951
http://www.euci.com/events/all_agenda.php?ci=2561&p=8951
http://www.euci.com/events/index.php?ci=2561&p=8957
file:///E:/ENSTAR/UUG/AGENDAs/0107Agenda.doc
http://www.greentechmedia.com/events/live/solar-summit-2015/agenda
https://www.cvent.com/events/solar-summit-2015/registration-8f2efa13e5294eb1ba896c448ae5055f.aspx
http://www.greenjobsconference.org/
http://www.greenjobsconference.org/program
http://app.certain.com/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x1937545559e
http://app.certain.com/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x1937545559e
http://www.events.solar/
http://www.events.solar/schedule-at-a-glance.html
http://www.events.solar/register.html
http://www.cuny.edu/about/resources/sustainability/NYSolarSummit2015.html
https://www.intersolar.us/en/intersolar.html
https://www.xpressreg.net/inquirypage/start.php?sc=ISNA075
http://www.solar-district-heating.eu/NewsEvents/SDHConference2015.aspx
http://www.solar-district-heating.eu/NewsEvents/EventSchedule.aspx
http://solar2015.ases.org/program/
http://solar2015.ases.org/submit-abstract/
http://www.solarpowerinternational.com/
http://www.shc2015.org/home.html
mailto:smartin@iccsafe.org
http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/standards/IS-STSC/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.seia.org/us-solar-heating-cooling-shc-alliance
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SHCAlliance@seia.org 
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