
 

 

 

 

September 24, 2021 

 

The Honorable Kyrsten Sinema 

U.S. Senate 

317 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

Dear Senator Sinema,   

As Congress considers upcoming infrastructure legislation, we are writing to seek a robust 

investment for American workers, and to emphasize the importance of clean energy in our 

economic future. To create jobs and economic prosperity for millions of Americans, we ask for 

your strong support for policies that will spur solar and clean energy in Arizona, including a 10-

year extension of the investment tax credit (ITC). Extending the ITC and adding the option to 

utilize the credit directly is critical to Arizona’s solar development. 

 

Arizona is an incredible solar state, ranking fifth nationwide in overall solar installed, and second 

in solar energy potential. This has resulted in tremendous economic growth and future potential 

for Arizona businesses. Hard work, small business ingenuity, and an abundance of sun has made 

Arizona home to more than 300 companies and more than 7,300 jobs working to advance solar 

innovation and energy freedom. There are multitudes of young people who are looking to enter 

careers in solar, thanks in large part to the excellent programs at ASU and the University of 

Arizona. These jobs range across multiple fields, including design, development, construction, and 

operations & maintenance. The jobs created by this growing industry span the range of 

professional opportunities, from immediately available jobs that require no advanced education 

to those that utilize a PhD. 

 

A wide range of non-solar businesses in Arizona are also benefitting from the clean energy 

economy. In towns, communities, and urban areas, solar is driving down company costs and 

saving businesses money. In rural areas, ranchers are utilizing solar to save on electricity costs, 

diversifying farm income and assisting with irrigation. And for families across the state, solar 

helps save money on home energy bills. Solar contributes not just to national energy 

independence – it helps small businesses and families with financial independence and stability. 

 

Despite tremendous progress in states like Arizona, the United States is falling behind on efforts to 

meet critical climate goals. Arizonans can benefit from continued investments in the state’s solar 

energy economy, contributing towards meeting our nation’s climate goals while providing local 

jobs and reliable economic growth for our state. We strongly urge you to support a robust 

infrastructure investment that includes a long-term extension of the solar ITC along with direct 

pay, to allow businesses to plan for a much larger clean energy buildout than is possible under 

current policy. We also encourage you to add standalone energy storage to the ITC to help the U.S. 

meet our energy needs and enhance the resilience of our electricity supply. 



 

 

 

 

We understand that as Congress considers the infrastructure package, officials will weigh 

budgetary issues. The investment tax credit is fiscally prudent and contributes to rapid and 

needed economic growth. Not only does the ITC save money for families, businesses, and schools, 

it is an anchor that leverages further critical private sector investment. 

 

We appreciate your support and look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicole LaSlavic 

Executive Director, Arizona Solar Energy Industries Association (AriSEIA) 

Phoenix, AZ 

 

Katherine Gensler 

Vice President of Government Affairs, Arevon 

Scottsdale, AZ 

 

Scott Canada 

Sr. Vice President, Renewable Energy 

McCarthy Building Companies Inc. 

Phoenix, AZ 

Stephen Lassiter 

Public Policy Manager, Sunrun Inc. 

Statewide 

 

John Mitman 

VP Distributed Energy Resources, Veregy 

Phoenix, AZ

 

* * * 

 

AZ projects, locations, or headquarters listed 

 

Scott Tonn 
Chairman & CEO, 365 Pronto 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Thomas Buttgenbach 
President & CEO, 8minute Solar Energy 
Phoenix, AZ 

Ammon Petersen 
Owner/President, Abp Electrical Systems, Inc. 
Gilbert, AZ 

Charles Giroud 
Principal, Advantech Facility Design inc. 
Tucson, AZ 



 

 

Mike Mildebrandt  
President, Aim Distributing Inc. 
Tucson, AZ 

Dr. Ronald Mueller 
Engineering Systems Director, Alternate Energy 
Shop 
Cave Creek, AZ 

Matt Murphy 
Director of Operations, Arcadia Solar Solutions 
Phoenix, AZ 

Anubhav Tandon 
Director of Civil, Structural and Application 
Engineering, Array Technologies 
Phoenix, AZ 

Walter Cuculic 
Senior Vice President - Renewable Energy, 
AVANA Capital 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Caleb Johnson 
President, AZ Sun Services, LLC 
Tempe, AZ 

Edith Guerrero 
Manager, Strategy, Energy Policy & 
Sustainability, BayWa r.e. US 
Phoenix, AZ 

Adam Brewer 
Owner, BCI Solar 
Holbrook, AZ 
 
Patrick Morgan 
CEO/Founder, BuildRE, LLC 
Mesa, AZ 

Jim Combs 
President/Owner 
Conservative Energy Systems 
Mesa, AZ 

Michael Grunow 
President, Crossover Energy Partners 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Michael Neary 
President, Desert Sun Solar, Inc. 
Phoenix, AZ 

Lynnae Willette 
Director of Regulatory & Legislative Affairs 
EDF Renewable Energy 
Tucson, AZ 

Jack Kerish 
President, EDLab LLC 
Phoenix, AZ 

Tom Starrs 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
EDP Renewables North America 
Maricopa County, AZ 

Patrick Corr 
Chief Revenue Officer 
Empower Energies Clean Infrastructure LLC 
Tempe, AZ 

Enrique Barrera 
Director of Permiting, Erus Energy 
Phoenix, AZ 

Greg Esmay 
Owner, Esmay Electric Inc 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 

Minnie Lawrence 
VP of Solar Recycling and Refurbishing Fabtech 
Enterprises, Inc. 
Gilbert, AZ 

Steven Letendre 
Policy Director, Freedom Forever 
Phoenix, AZ 



 

 

Karla Martinez  
Senior Project Manager, Greenbacker Capital  
Tuscon, AZ 

Derek Fromm 
CEO, Greenstone Capital 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Randy Dunton 
Sr. Solar PV System Design Engineer 
Hawkins Design Group Incorporated 
Mesa, AZ 

John Balfour 
President, & Chief Technology Officer 
High Performance PV 
Phoenix, AZ 

Jacob Bastian 
CEO, Icon Power 
Tempe, AZ 

Philipp Klemm 
CEO, Ideematec Inc. 
Charlotte, AZ 

Neil Shea 
Senior Business Development Manager 
Ingeteam Inc 
Phoenix, AZ 

Jonathan Clavijo 
CEO, Inty Power 
Tempe, AZ 

Deborah Knuckey 
Managing Director, Renewables 
Kiterocket 
Phoenix, AZ 

Eran Mahrer 
Chief Strategy Officer 
Leeward Renewable Energy 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Stefanie Padgett 
Vice President, Renewables 
NAES Corporation 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Baby Kilgore  
Nerd Power LLC 
Gilbert, AZ  
 
Louis Woofenden 
Engineering Director, Net Zero Solar 
Tucson, AZ 

Marc Petein 
Principal, New Benefits, L.L.C. 
Glendale, AZ 

Leslie Schauer 
Principal, NewSun Energy 
Tempe, AZ 
 
Logan Bacher 
Solar Design Engineer  
Northern Arizona Wind & SunInc. 
Flagstaff, AZ 

Eric Goodwin 
Director of Business Development  
OMCO Solar 
Mesa, AZ 

Mark Borgman 
VP Solutions, One Source Freight Solutions 
Tempe, AZ 

Caleb Antonucci 
CEO, Our World Energy 
Phoenix, AZ 

James Polcyn 
CEO, Phocos North America 
Tucson, AZ 



 

 

Maggie Clark 
Director of Government Affairs 
Pine Gate Renewables 
Pinal County, AZ 
 
Aaron Grant 
CFO, Prime Solar USA, LLC 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Ty Daul 
CEO, Primergy Solar 
Scottsdale, AZ 
 
Ryan Holtz 
Owner, Prometheus Solar 
Flagstaff, AZ 

Bradley Gray 
Founder & CEO, Renew Chains, LLC 
Oro Valley, AZ 

Danny Splettstosser 
VP of Origination and Investor Relations 
RES-Group 
Statewide 
 
Steve Rawlingson  
CEO, Samuel Knight Energy  
Statewide 
 
Vaughan Boultwood 
International Manager, Solahart Industries 
Tempe, AZ 

Cory Vanderpool 
Host, Solar Broadcast 
Tempe, AZ 

Keith Rowley 
Owner, Solar Electric Freedom 
Mesa, AZ 
 
Robert Neifert 
Business Manager, Solar Gain Inc 
Tucson, AZ 

Austin Matson 
General Manager, Solar Solution AZ 
Tucson, AZ 

Neal Uppal 
President, Solar Topps LLC 
Phoenix, AZ 

Bret Fanshaw 
Arizona Program Director  
Solar United Neighbors 
Phoenix, AZ 

Brian Seibel 
President, Solon Corporation 
Tuscon, AZ 

Stephen Squires 
President, Solterra Renewable Technologies 
Tempe, AZ 

Scott Wiater 
President & CEO, Standard Solar 
Tucson, AZ 

Christopher Finley 
Sr Director - Business Development  
Sterling and Wilson Solar Solutions Inc. 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Glenn France 
Director of Energy Efficiency, Sundial Energy 
Tucson, AZ 

Meghan Nutting 
Executive VP, Policy & Communications 
Sunnova Energy Corporation 
Statewide 

Joseph Cunningham 
Co-Founder, Director of Operations 
Sunny Energy LLC 
Tempe, AZ 



 

 

Greg Field 
Owner, SunPower by PGT Solar 
Tempe, AZ 

 

Val Berechet 
Co-Founder & CEO, Sunsolar Solutions Inc. 
Peoria, AZ 

Steffanie Dohn 
Deputy Director of Government Affairs 
Swinerton Renewable Energy 
Statewide 

Kevin Koch 
President, Technicians for Sustainability LLC 
Tucson, AZ 

Matt Hamilton 
Owner, The Solar Exchange 
Taylor, AZ 

Katharine Kent 
President, The Solar Store, LLC 
Tucson, AZ 

Eric Jung 
Director of Policy, Titan Solar Power 
Gilbert, AZ 

Mark Bench 
Co-Founder and CEO, Trismart Solar LLC 
Houston, AZ 

Vernon Babilon 
President/CEO 
Tucson Old Pueblo Credit Union 
Tucson, AZ 

Greg Collins 
CEO, Verde Solar Power 
Cornville, AZ 

Charles DeFelice 
Owner, Viking Energy 
Chandler, AZ 

Jack Walden 
Owner, Walden's Greenergy Solar, LLC 
Tucson, AZ 

Andrew Orben 
Vice President, We Recycle Solar, Inc. 
Phoenix, AZ 

Ryan Wolf 
Owner, Wolf Solar LLC  
Gilbert, AZ 

Rebecca Slaughter 
Manager, Yuma Solar 
Yuma, AZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


